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INTRODUCTION
The Chair of Sociology at Yerevan State University (YSU) has been functioning since 1986 and is one of the first Sociology departments in the post-soviet space that has combined traditions of national sociological thought with the post-soviet modernization waves. The Chair was established in 1986 by Prof. Lyudmila Harutyunyan on the basis of the Laboratory of Sociological Research, functioning from 1980s. In 2004 the Department of Social Work and Technologies was separated from the Chair of Sociology, which was functioning within the Faculty of Philosophy, Sociology and Psychology. Later starting from September 1, 2004, on the basis of the two Chairs mentioned, the Department of Sociology started functioning as a separate subdivision at YSU. 

The Chair of Sociology follows 3 major research directions: Applied Sociology and PR Methodology, Theory and History of Sociology, and Conflict Studies. The scientific and educational activities of the Department of Sociology are developing in accordance with the mentioned directions in three specializations – Sociology, Conflict Studies, and Social Research Methodology and PR. Conflict Studies are incorporated into BA and MA study levels so that Chair of Sociology introduces 4 years’ undergraduate and 2 years’ graduate study programs and diplomas in Sociology/Applied Sociology, Sociology/PR and Social Research Methodology, and Sociology/Conflict Studies. 
It is worthy to mention that Sociology/Conflict Studies program at YSU, Chair of Sociology, was established in collaboration with George Mason University, Washington D.C., USA, and was the first and unique one in the field in the region of South Caucasus.
The MA study program in PR and Social Research Methodology is relatively new and especially popular taking in account quick development of PR and Media-market on the post-soviet space.
The Faculty of Chair of Sociology is the youngest by its age among University specialists, and the fact is counted among the advantages of the Chair; most of the Faculty members besides their national PhDs and Masters have foreign academic degrees from such famous universities as The London School of Economics and Political Science, Harvard University, Tufts University. Some of the Faculty members are visiting scholars at Central European University, at University of California, Berkeley, etc. 
On the international level the Chair of Sociology collaborates with various scientific and educational institutions – Berlin Humboldt University, Potsdam University, Ruhr University in Bochum, Swiss Peace, California State University, George Mason University, Uppsala University. The Chair is a member of International Sociological Association. Many foreign professors and academics usually participate in the monthly methodological seminars organized by the Department.

The results of active academic and methodological research works have been published in the number of scientific journals. Numerous projects have been implemented by the Chair of Sociology which analyzed various problems of Armenian society and as a consequence having practical outcomes and proposals. 

The faculty development of the Department of Sociology is being carried out through various short term and long term exchange programs in the most advanced scientific centers around the world, particularly in those of American, German, French, Italian, Hungarian, English, Indian, as well as in the NIS universities. 

Since 2006 annually the Department of Sociology holds its’ Annual Sociological Conference and the papers presented are being published in the yearbook of the Department.

The academic and teaching activities of the department are carried out by the following staff members: 1 full professor, 8 associate professors, 7 assistant professors, 6 lecturers and office assistants, and 6 lecturers, who also hold other professional activities outside the University. 

Main Research Directions
The following fields are the main research priorities of the Chair: 

1. Researches of Social Transformations /educational reforms, National Identity, Human Rights, migration, social policy/

2. Researches of Political Processes /elections, image making, political participation, military sociology/

3. Conflict Studies /regional conflicts, ethnic conflicts, social and gender conflicts/

4. Communication Studies /information security, sociology of mass media, public relations/

5. Economic Researches and Marketing 

6. Theory and Methodology of Sociological Researches /methodology of qualitative researches, evaluative researches, methodology of quantitative researches/
The Study Programs offered by the Chair of Sociology

The Chair of Sociology of the Department of Sociology, Yerevan State University, offers Bachelor degree program in Sociology with 3 types of specialization in Applied Sociology, in PR and Methodology of Social Research, and in Conflict Studies. 
To obtain Bachelor’s degree in Sociology student is expected to successfully fulfill 240 credit study workload including 46 credits for general subjects like foreign languages, math, philosophy, bases of political science, law, etc., and 170 credits for basic and special courses. The 24 credits are to be received for the fieldwork and diploma work. Among the courses offered for undergraduates of the program are:
· Issues related with civil protection and emergency situations

· First aid to the population in emergency situation

· Ecology and nature protection basics

· Concepts of Modern humanities 

· Basics of mathematics
· Basics of sociology

· Methodology of sociological survey

· History of Armenian sociology

· Social statistics and demography

· Logics

· Social anthropology
· Psychology
· Western sociological reader

· Armenian sociological reader

· History of sociology

· Group theory

· Qualitative and quantitative methods in sociology

· History of philosophy

· Sociology of international relations

· Sociological theory

· Sociology of person

· Theory and methods of sampling

· Social qualitative and quantitative information analyses and generalization 

· Social philosophy

· Sociological practicum

· Sociology of law    

· Sociology of religion

· Basics and practicum of Public relations  

· Sociology of organizations

· Practicum of conflictology

· Imageology

· Sociology of deviance

· Military sociology

· Conflictology

· Quality of sociological information
To obtain Master’s degree in Sociology student is expected to successfully fulfill 120 credit study workload including 12 credit Master’s thesis and up to 66 credits for professional taught courses. The achievement of the program’s learning outcomes implies existence of the following professional knowledge, skills and competences.
Master of Sociology:

Knowledge 
Master in Sociology has deep and systemic knowledge in the field, is able to use basic theories, concepts, approaches and principles, as well as methodology of applied sociology. Master in Sociology knows macro, mesa and micro-sociological theories and is able to use them in analyzing current issues and scheduling applied research; he/she has knowledge in the sociologically linked disciplines as Conflict Studies, Public Relations, Image making.  Master in Sociology is able to connect sociological and other disciplines' approaches into interdisciplinary research project, including its object, subject, goals, and proper research methodology.

Skills 
Master in Sociology is completely able to conduct sociological research using various types of research methodology in the fieldwork, including both quantitative and qualitative research methodology. He/she can work individually and in group; can analyze, synthesize and assess sociological research data. Knows specifics of sociological research in political, societal, military, corporate fields, has deep knowledge and research skills in the fields of sociology of conflict relations, in sociology of knowledge, of migration, of PR and image making and other related interdisciplinary fields.

Competences/Employment area
Master in Sociology can conduct research activities in the fields of education, business, politics, military relations, and government, Mass Media, Public Relations, in both state and private institutions. Has enough knowledge and skills to advance on a third level of higher education in Sociology. Among the courses offered for graduates of the program are:
· Theory of measurement 

· Sociology of education

· Middle level theories

· Sociology of migration

· Social policy

· Methodology of sociological prognosis 

· Sociology of healthcare

· Sociology of advertisement    

· Sociology of politics

· Eastern sociology

· Gender surveys in sociology

· Bioethics

· Sociology of mass media

· Conflict Management

· Social management

· Conflictological theories of Genocide

· Sociology of arts

· Practical conflictology

· Sociology of economics

· Economical conflicts

· Marketing researches

· Regional conflicts

Bachelor’s and Master’s degree diplomas granted by Yerevan State University, including those in Sociology, are accepted in all countries with the 3 level degree higher education systems.
