One year pre-PhD course on Social Work for Distance Learning Students 

One year pre-PhD course on Social Work provided by Distance Learning Laboratory of Department of Sociology at Yerevan State University is aimed at introduction and expansion of skills and knowledge of Foreign Distance Learning Students in the sphere of Social Work. 

One year pre-PhD course on Social Work consists of six subjects covering main components of the profession.
This course is created to present both theoretical and practical aspects and issues of Social work. 

Duration of each subject of the course is exactly two months. During each subject distance learning students are expected to have 7 off-line classes. The final exam on each subject will be held in the final class (the eight). 

The communication format between distance learning tutor and students will be organized in the following way. Each Saturday at 10.00 by Armenian time each student receives study materials and relevant readings on concrete topic of the current subject. The corresponding weekly assignment will be posted to each student as well. Each student is expected to read, understand and analyze the posted study materials and relevant readings on concrete topic of the current subject. Whereupon he/she must prepare and send back completed assignment to tutor no later than next Thursday at 17.00 by Armenian time. So, tutor is able to evaluate his or her assignment and make notes in time. 

The general course in Social Work will include the following subjects 

Social anthropology

Human behavior in social environment

Essentials of social work 

Social work methods

Social work models

International social work

Social Anthropology

This course serves as a review to the discipline of anthropology with a primary emphasis on socio-cultural anthropology as a basis for socio-cultural relations understanding.

The course includes such topics as: difference between survey research and ethnographic techniques, anthropological research in complex societies, cross-cultural studies of national character, industrial and nonindustrial societies, acculturation, and impact of Western culture on the developing world. 

Human behavior in the social environment

The subject is presenting core concepts of representative major theories of human behavior in social environments.

Essentials of social work 

This course in created to familiarize students with basics of social work, core concepts and the most significant ideas. The course introduces social work as a helping profession and presents it in context of relation with other social sciences and helping professions.

The course includes development of the profession in historical perspective and evolution of the social work institute and role of social worker in society. This subject also discusses the social work ethical values and main principals. Ethical dilemmas and the ways of resolution are also presented.    

Social work methods

The course is created to familirize students with social work methods as a main and essential part of social work practice and give them systematic and integral knowledge in the field. The content of the course is presentation and discussion of casework, family work, group work and community work as social work methods. 

Each method is analyzed in historical, developmental and contemporary context.


This course introduces each method using the following scheme

1. Theoretical foundations and formulations 

2. Implementation goals 

3. Implementation stages 

4. Implementation habits and difficulties

5. Skills and abilities, needed for implementation

Social work models

This course is created to introduce social work models as a second (with models) essential part of social work theory and practice and develop students’ skills and capacities in model implementation.
The goal of the course is to familiarize participants with general concepts in modern theory of social work and give them basic knowledge in main social work approaches and models: task-centered, crisis intervention, psychodynamic and psychosocial, cognitive-behavioral, system-ecological, humanist and existential. 

Each model presentation is divided into four principal parts

1. Historical context and founders 

2. Theoretical formulations  

3. Conditions for family changes

4. Model techniques 

International social work

The course in designed to present the processes of internationalization of Social work and integration of scientific knowledge in the sphere. Students will be familiarize with the impact of globalization process to the expansion of social and other risks and ways of their overcoming in context of international and national collaboration. 

The subject also discuses the ways of professional collaboration between social workers from different countries, including experience and specialist exchange and activities of international professional associations. 

Problems of adaptation of and institutional development of social work in different cultures are also discussed. 

