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1. Course description

In general “The concepts of information society” course is introductory course which is devoted to the understanding of basics, origins, conditions, scientific history and the ways of development of general and derived ideas and theories of information society.  During the course students are expected to get to know, examine and assess the variety of modern theories of information. The course examines what thinkers mean by an information society, and looks closely at different approaches to informational developments. It provides critical commentaries on the major postwar theories: Daniel Bell's ideas on a post-industrial information society, Anthony Giddens' thoughts on the growth of surveillance and the expansion of the nation state, Herbert Schiller's thoughts on information which expresses and consolidates the interests of corporate capitalism: Jurgen Habermas' account of the diminishment of the public sphere; Jean Baudrillard's thoughts on postmodernism and information, and Manuel Castells' depiction of the 'informational city'. Each theory is subjected to close scrutiny and is tested against empirical evidence to assess its worth. 
2. Objectives of Course
1. To introduce students with basics and origins of information society.
2. To introduce students with the core concepts of the theory of information society.
3. To introduce students with main stages of formation and development of the theory of Information society.
4. To explore the basic scientific works of illustrious theoreticians of the field and their contribution to this area, such as Daniel Bell, Anthony Giddens, 
    Herbert Schiller, Jurgen Habermas, Jean Baudrillard, Manuel Castells.
5. To explore general manifestation of main attributes of information society on  

    modern societies in different countries.
6. To generally explore the perspectives and ways of development of information society.
3. Assessment

Since this is a distance-learning course, assessment will be based only on students’ written work.

Weekly written essays – 60%

Final essay-40%
4. Course program
Class 1. Information and the Idea of Information Society

                  Consideration of idea of information, formation of information society.  

                  Analysis of definitional issues.
Requirement 1. 
                        Up to 5 pages essay on ideas of information and information society.
Class 2. The Information society as Post- Industrialism: Daniel Bell

                  Daniel Bell’s conception of post-industrial society which places a special     

                  Emphasis on idea of information. Background of formation and ways of  

                  Advance of his conception and theory. 
Requirement 2.
                        Up to 5 pages essay on basic ideas of the theory of post-industrialism and the conceptions of Daniel Bell.  
Class 3. Information, the Nation State and surveillance: Anthony Giddens.   

                  Information and Advanced Capitalism: Herbert Schiller

                  Anthony Giddens’s thoughts on “reflexive modernization” which spotlight  

                  the part played by information gathered for surveillance and control  

                  purposes. Herbert Shiller’s view on advanced capitalism’s need for 
                  regulation of information. 
Requirement 3. 
                          Up to 5 pages essay on information and social surveillance and social  

                          control, A. Giddens reflexive modernization or up to 5 pages essay on  

                          advanced capitalism of H. Schiller.
Class 4. Information Management and Manipulation: Jurgen Habermas and  

                    the Decline of the Public Sphere

                  Jurgen Habermas’s argument that the “public sphere” is in decline and   

The integrity of information as well. 

Requirement 4. 
Up to 5 pages essay on information and public sphere, ideas of Jurgen Habermas. 
Class 5. Information and Restructuring: Beyond Fordism?

                  Ambiguity and contentions that western societies lives through a    

                  transition from Fordist  to post-Fordist society. 
Requirement 5. 
Up to 5 pages essay on fordism and post-fordism, problems of transition in western societies 

Class 6. Information and Postmodernism

                  Jean Baudrillard and Zigmund Bauman on postmodernism and post  

                  modernity, both of whom give particular attention to the explosion of   

                  signs in the modern era.   
Requirement 6. 
                         Up to 10 pages essay on main ideas and ways of formation of   

                         postmodernism and postmodernity, ideas and conceptions of J.  

                         Baudrillard and Z. Bauman etc. 
Class 7. Information and Urban Change: Manuel Castells

                  Manuel Castells’s influential views on the “Informational Capitalism”  

                  Which operate in the “network society”.  
Requirement 7.
Up to 5 pages essay on network society, the role of information in modern societies, ideas of M. Castels
5. Final Exam 

Choose any topic related to the themes discussed during the class and write a 13-15 pages essay. 
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